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Plans to eliminate the military-controlled secret police (Direccion Nacional de Investigaciones,
DNI) were formalized in mid-April as President Rafael Callejas announced acceptance of a set of
reforms which will ultimately convert the DNI into a criminal investigations unit under civilian
control. Consummation of the DNI's disappearance was applauded by broad sectors of Honduran
society, especially those involved in efforts to demilitarize the country. The DNI, whose agents
have come under fire for their participation in corruption and human rights abuses, is a division of
the police (Fuerza de Seguridad Publica, FUSEP). In turn, FUSEP is a branch of the armed forces.
(For previous coverage of controversy surrounding the DNI, see CAU 02/26/93, 03/12/93, and
03/19/93.) On March 1, President Callejas set up a special commission, headed by Tegucigalpa
Archbishop Msgr. Oscar Andres Rodriguez, to recommend changes in the DNI. The commission
submitted the final version of its report on April 12, and Callejas announced acceptance of the
recommendations in their entirety the following day. Under the plan, the DNI will become the
Criminal Investigations Department (Departamento de Investigacion Criminal, DIC). The DIC,
under the leadership of a civilian appointed by the legislature, will be structured as a division of
a new Public Prosecutor's Office (Ministerio Publico). Although the commission recommended
establishment of the new prosecutor's office by the beginning of 1994, Callejas said he hopes the
body can be established within the next three months. Once the prosecutor's office is operational,
the DNI will be formally abolished. The commission indicated that in recruiting new agents, the DIC
should seek candidates who have a professional background or a high level of education. For his
part, Callejas confirmed that his administration plans to seek assistance abroad for setting up the
DIC. While the main thrust of the report was related to establishment of the civilian-controlled DIC,
several additional issues were touched upon as well. Among the other recommendations were: * A
proposal to form an advisory panel to investigate and recommend reforms to the military-controlled
police (FUSEP). Over the past several weeks, calls for bringing the police under civilian control
have gained momentum. * The commission recommended an overhaul of the judiciary. Specifically,
it called for a purge of judges aimed at eliminating the widespread practices of corruption and
impunity, and for increased government support for the judicial training academy. In comments
to reporters, commission head Msgr. Rodriguez emphasized the importance of "depoliticizing"
the judiciary and called for implementation of a judicial code of ethics. * Although the commission
avoided examining thorny issues such as the fate of the disappeared, it did recommend that judicial
authorities conduct thorough investigations into all cases of human rights abuses which have
been brought before the courts. Release of the report and acceptance of the recommendations
by President Callejas mark an important milestone in Honduran history. The changes constitute
the first major advance in confronting the system of military autonomy established in 1957. And,
unlike in neighboring El Salvador and Nicaragua where similar changes have also taken place, in
Honduras the reforms have been the product of popular pressures brought to bear on the state
primarily through non-violent means. "This is an achievement made by the Honduran people, not
a gift from the government," commented one commission member, prominent Liberal Party leader
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and businessman Jaime Rosenthal Oliva. Human rights defense groups, which have been locked
in a battle with the military for over ten years regarding abuses and impunity, praised the changes
and called on the government to expand the current reform effort to other branches of the armed
forces. US Ambassador Cresencio Arcos, an outspoken advocate of demilitarization in Honduras,
also applauded the recent changes: "During the 13 years which I have known Honduras, the report
issued by this commission is the best contribution I have seen regarding authentic democratization
of the country." (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 04/12/93;
Spanish news service EFE, 04/13/93; Agence France-Presse, 04/13/93)
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